ii                        ERNEST RENAN                       23
the religion of the Prophet. Hence the name Averroism, which, as may be easily supposed, became in the course of ages something very different from the opinions of Averroes, was applied to many modes of thought which agreed in having a certain heretical flavour, and was consequently the object of intense aversion to the Dominicans. At a later period it was not less violently attacked by the Humanists, but that was not so much on account of its matter, as of the pedantic turn of language which its professors affected.
His Italian journey, which lasted eight months, produced on the mind of Renan the strongest possible impression. Amongst other things it introduced him to the world of Art. Writing of it in long after years he remarked, " A sort of warm damp wind relaxed my stiffness ; nearly all my illusions of 1848 fell away."
He left in Italy a curious memorial of his stay. In the beginning of the year 1876 I was at Monte Casino and was looking in the visitors' books there, which are very carefully kept, for a signature with associations very far removed from those which are usually coupled with the name of one whom so many worthy people believe to have been a sort of Antichrist revived. The good priest who was assisting me turned